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This year Modine Manufacturing Company is celebrating its 75th
anniversary - 75 years of providing quality heat exchange products
to valued customers at a competitive cost.

Over the years, Modine has produced many products for many
customers in many markets. Radiators, unit heaters, oil coolers,
condensers, charge air coolers. Auto makers, truck makers,
construction equipment makers and tractor makers. The on-highway
market, the off-highway market, the aftermarket, and the
commercial products market. The domestic market and the
international market.

It would take all night to tell you the complete story of Modine
Manufacturing Company - the story of its personalities, its products,
its customers, and its markets. In the interest of brevity - and a
good night's sleep - I will limit my remarks this evening to Modine's
experiences over the years with one very old and very valued
customer - the Ford Motor Company. The story of this relationship
tells us a lot about who we are today - and how we got here.

In the years from 1910 to 1930, the internal combustion engine
revolutionized American farming and transportation. It was the Ford
Motor Company and its famous Model T - produced from 1908 to
191;1 - that brought "auto-mobility" to the average American.
During those years, Ford sold 15 million Model Ts - roughly half of
all the cars produced in the United States.

America was in love with the automobile, and every young engineer
worth his salt hoped to make a career in this romantic and rapidly
growing new industry. Arthur B. Modine - who had founded Modine
Manufacturing Company here in Racine in 1916 - was no exception.
As early as 1917, A.B. - as he was known - had tried to sell his
patented Spirex radiator to Henry Ford. Intrigued by the novel
design of Modine's radiator, Ford engineers ordered several hundred
for road testing.

"This order," said the late founder in his memoirs, "was greatly
magnified in everyone's mind into a BIG, BIG order for Spirex
radiators, with much fanfare and hullabaloo." Unfortunately, the
Model T used its radiator as a structural component - and Modine's




