Different flavors of syndication
To subscribe to a syndicated feed, users are often instructed to click on a rectangular orange button.  This button usually includes an acronym – or increasingly a graphic (which is being adopted as the standard XML link).  The new all-purpose graphic should help clear up some of the confusion regarding feeds.  Links can also be text-based.
The XML (eXtensible Markup Language) specification is used to create feeds.  Currently, there are three popular “dialects” of XML – RSS 1.0, RSS 2.0 and Atom.  It is relatively easy to convert one into the other and the average user does not need to know the difference. Most blog software will make RSS and ATOM feeds automatically.
The most common format is RSS, which is why this term is used generically in the accompanying article.  RSS has been defined as an acronym standing for Really Simple Syndication, Rich Site Summary or RDF Site Summary.  The creator of RSS 2.0 believes that it should be considered simply a name rather than an acronym for anything at all.

RSS 1.0 is based on RDF (resource description framework) specifications.  It harks back to the fairly recent origins of syndication (RSS 0.90); it was used in 1999 to power My Netscape.  It is considered to be complex.
RSS 2.0 is a simpler dialect that is most commonly used.  It grew out of an alternative attempt to simplify RSS 0.90 through versions 0.92, 0.93, 0.94 and finally 2.0 – which was released in Sept. 2002.
ATOM was developed in 2003 and 2004, partly in reaction to the contentious split in RSS technology.  Atom 1.0 was published in July 2005 and accepted as a standard in December 2005.  Supporters claim that ATOM improves on both branches of RSS; opponents claim that it unnecessarily introduces a third branch of syndication specifications – further confusing the marketplace.

